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DECODING ENGLISH Understanding	the	Structure	of	Language	
http://neuhaus.org/videos/decoding-english/  

WHAT IS READING? 

Reading is decoding (translating symbols on a page into words) and language 

comprehension (attaching meaning to the words.) 

http://neuhaus.org/concepts-activities/#SVR  

DECODING 

To be able to decode the English language you have to know two things: the letters 

and the sounds. The English language is based on the alphabetic principle. The 

alphabetic principle is when written symbols called graphemes match sounds in 

spoken words that are called phonemes. Graphemes are letters or groups of letters 

that represent the sounds you hear in spoken words. Phonemes are the sounds in 

spoken language. 

 # of letters # of phonemes # of graphemes 

sat 3 – s, a, t 3 - /s/, /ă/, /t/ 3 – s, a, t 

creek 5 – c, r, e, e, k 4 - /k/, /r/, /ē/, /k/ 4 – c, r, ee, k 

shop 4 – s, h, o, p 3 - /sh/, /ŏ/, /p/  3 – sh, o, p 

 

http://neuhaus.org/concepts-activities/#Phonemes (case sensitive) 

Putting the phonemes and graphemes together is called sound-symbol association.  

Repeated exposure to the sound-symbol patterns reinforces and secures this 

knowledge in your memory so you are able to recognize words instantly. When you 

read words you are not familiar with, your focus is at the decoding level instead of 

the comprehension level because you are not secure with the knowledge of how 

sounds and symbols match together. 

http://neuhaus.org/glossary/#Decoding (case sensitive)  
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STRUCTURE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

There are approximately 44 sounds in the English language, but only 26 letters to 

represent all 44 sounds.  Fifteen letters represent only one sound while 11 letters 

represent two or more sounds.  To represent all the sounds of English, groups of 

letters like ch, sh, ar, oi and ou form entirely new sounds. 

SIX SYLLABLE TYPES 

A strategy in decoding unfamiliar words is understanding the patterns of the 

English language, specifically having knowledge of the six syllable types. A syllable 

is a word or part of word that has one vowel sound. Around 80-85% of English words 

represent six different syllable types or a composite of the six syllable types. 

She wiggles her nose and tail. 

http://neuhaus.org/glossary/#SyllableType (case sensitive) 
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44 sounds 

26 letters in English 

ch, sh, th, ng 

ar, er, or, au, oo, oi, ou 

a, e, i, o, u,  

c, g, n, s, x, y 

b, d, f, h, j, k, l, m, 

p, q, r, t, v, w, z 

15 letters | 1 sound 11 letters | 2+ sounds 
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